Chord Progressions based on I IV and V
Chords I IV and V are based around the 1st, 4th and 5th notes of the major scale in any given key. They are commonly used as a basis for 12 bar blues but are also used in many other situations. The best way of understanding how they work is to familiarise yourself with how they sound. Using the major, minor and seventh chords we have learnt, have a go at the chord progressions below. Each one uses the I, IV, V rule but differs slightly. The I and IV chords may be a major, minor or seventh, but the V chord in these examples is always major and is usually played as a seventh.

Give each chord an equal count of anything from one to four. You can hear how major, minor and seventh chords will sound in combination. 

	
	I (1st)
	IV (4th)
	V (5th)
	I (1st)

	Key of E
	E
	A
	B7
	E

	
	Em
	A7
	B7
	Em

	
	Em
	Am
	B7
	Em

	Key of A
	A
	D
	E7
	A

	
	Am
	D7
	E7
	Am

	
	Am
	Dm
	E7
	Am

	Key of D
	D
	G
	A7
	D

	
	Dm
	G
	A
	Dm

	
	Dm
	G7
	A7
	Dm

	Key of G
	G
	C
	D7
	G

	
	G7
	C
	D7
	G

	Key of C
	C
	F
	G7
	C

	
	C7
	F
	G7
	C


You will soon discover that many of these chord combinations are familiar and that they often form the basis of songs. What makes one different from another – apart from the order in which the chords are arranged – is the length of time you stay on each chord and the rhythm you give to each sequence.

